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1. S - ENTIRE TEXT. 

2. POL COUNSELOR 27 SEPTEMBER SHAF.rD APPROPRIATE 
PORTIONS REF A WZTH KINISTRY EXTERNAL AFFAIRS JOINT 
SECRETARY A.R. DEO (EASTERN EUROPE INCLUDIRG 
YUGOSLAVIA). WE ALSO PECUESTED INDIAN GCVERKKENT 
VIEWS ON SOVIET IWTEKTIOKS IN AFGHANISTAN, NOTING IT 

VOU.D BE HELPFUL TO BE IHFORHED OF ANY RECENT GOI- 
SOVIET DISCUSSIONS OF THIS SUBJECT. 

3. DEO RESPONDED THAT SOVIET GOVERNMENT HAD NOT 
OFFERED GO! ANY INFORMATION OR REA3SURAHCES ON SOVIET 
ACTIVITY AS REGARDS AFGHANISTAN. HOWEVER, DEO HAS 
BEEN INSURING THAT StSJECT ARISES IN DISCUSSIONS WITH 
RUSSIANS. THESE HAVE PROCEEDED ALONG FOLLOWING LIKES. 

l^LKE RUSSIANS WERE TCLO THAT GOI POLICY IS TH AT 

AFGHANISTAN OUST REMAIN A GENUINELY ISO tPEHUETTT" CUUST RT . 
RUSSIANS REPLIED THAT USSR IS DOING NOTHING TO INFRINGE 
OH AFGHAN INDEPENDENCE. CHOOSING HIS WCRDS CAREFULLY, 
DEO SAID HE RESPONDED TO RUSSIANS THAT SINCE THEY TOLD 
HIH THIS, HE BELIEVED IT. EASED ON THIS BELIEF, HE HOW 
REQUESTED THEK TO AVOID ANY ACTIVITIES WHICH COULD LEAD 
ANYONE TO NISTA'CSNLY CONaUDE OTHERWISE. DEO SAID 
THERE HAD BEEN NO RESPONSE TO THIS. 



5. CEO SAID SECOSD FOIST HE HAD KADE TO RUSSIANS WAS 
THAT GO! DEFINITION Or AFGHANISTAN I'JDEPENCEKCE 
INCLUDED ALL OK I'H C THE AFGHAN PEOPLE TO FZEELY SELECT 
THEIR OWN LEADERSHIP WITHOUT ASSIST MCE FTIOK ABROAD. 
SOVIETS RESPONDED THAT THEY WERE SCT INTERFERING IH 
AFGHAN ISTERMAL AFFAIRS A3 WERE rPA'J, PAKISTAN, CHI'JA 
ASD THS USA. CEO TCLD RUSSIANS THAT COI TOOK SUCH 
ACCUSATIONS SERIOUSLY 1 A WO VlShSr Ta c^AIINE HARD 
EVICEflCE IS SUPPCRT OF THEM. RUSSIANS HAD SEVER R£- 
TURKED TO THIS SUSJZCT. 

C Ill RESPONSE TO PCI COUNSELOR REFERENCE TO SIG.'IS OF 
HCKEASED SOVIET MILITARY ACTIVITY SCRTX OF THE USSR- 
AFGHAfllSTAH BORDER, DEO SAID COI HAD KO INDEPENDENT 
KEAKS OF CONFIRMING THIS. "WE WOULD APPRECIATE RE- 
CEIVING HAPO EVIDENCE, SUCH AS SATELLITE PHOTOGRAPHY 
CR ELECTRONIC INTERCEPTS. WHICH WE WOULD VISH TO TAKE 
tKTO CONSIDERATION IS PRUS'JING OUR POLICY IS SUPPORT OF 
AFGHANISTAN INDEPENDENCE." 

7. COMMENT 1 WE ARE NOT SANGUINE THAT THE GOI UHDER 
WEAK CARETAKER GOVERNMENT UNTIL Era OF THE YEAR 
ELECTIONS WOULD 3Z CAPABLE OF AGREEING ON SUCH A 
DEVISIVE SUBJECT AS REQUESTING THE SOVIET UJUOM TO 
EXERCISE RESTRAINT IN AFGHANISTAN. EVEN IF THE IVOIANS 
DID RAISE THE KATTT3 T^IY SlGhT CHOOSE NOT TO INFORM US. 

however, ;zo :«as left t:-: :zz?. c?en for is to return 

TO WHAT IS Ar?A?.£'!TLY 'L.'O A '.ITTER OF INTEREST TO THE 
GOI. FROVIDING EVirE.:: ;? :0VIET fILITAPY ACTIVITY 
WOULD EE f.-RE E"E:TW-: THArJ PEITERATED EXPRESSIONS 
CF CC'JCE?.::. 
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